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IETNAM PARLEY—President Nixon meets advisers in White House. From | McCain, Gen. Greighton Abrams, Richard Helms, Philip Habib, Ellsworth: 
ft: Henry Kissinger, John Mitchell, Vice President Agnew, Adm. John S. | Bunker, William Rogers, Mr. Nixon, Melvin Laird and Gen. Earle Wheeler. 
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The Weather ® ; 
oday—Sunny and mild. High in ; ; 
e middle 80s. Sunday—Fair and 
arm. Probability of rain, 10 per 
nt today and tonight. Temperature 
nge: Today, 58-85. Yesterday, . 


-78, Details are on Page B4. 
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By Frank Johnston—The Washington Post 


President. Nixon and advisers review the Vietnam war. Adm, John McCain, Pacific commander; Gen. Creighton to South Vietnam Ellsworth Bunker; Secretary of State 
From left, Henry A. Kissinger, adviser on national secur. Abrams, commander in Vietnam; CIA Director Richard Rogers; the President; Defense Secretary Laird; and Gen. 
rity; Attorney General Mitchell; Vice President Agnew; Helms; Philip Habib of Paris talks team; Ambassador Earle Wheeler, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
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fter a month of beachcombing and 
golf in the endless summer of South- 
ern California, Richard Nixon returned 
to autumnal Washington, clearly deter- 
mined to do something about his No. 1 
foreign headache—the war in Vietnam. 


‘The moment for_a U.S. initiative seemed 
propitious: Ho Chi Minh, the legendary 


leader of North Vietnam, was dead and 
the Communists had declared a_three- 


day cease-fire in his honor. Yet, by the 
time the President convoked a blue-rib- 


bon panel of Vietnam experts late last 


- week, the conilict had resumed with all 
' its accustomed ferocity—and, somehow, 
Mr. Nixon had managed to convert what 
* might have been an opportunity into an 


oo, 


mein = 


“almost unfathomable display of uncer- 


tainty of purpose on the part of the U.S. 
True, there was strong reason to think 
that the President was about to an- 


nounce another sizable U.S. troop with- , 


drawal from South Vietnam. But this sol- 


itary evidence of some consistency of 


policy was all but buried in a remarkable, 


welter of American faux pas and false 
starts. Despite rigorous arm-twisting, 
the U.S. was unable last week to per- 
suade South Vietnam to join it in observ- 
ing the Communist truce—a difference of 
opinion that resulted in the most serious 
breach between the two allies since Sai- 
gon refused to attend the opening'of the 


: Paris peace talks last fall. And later in the 


week, the White House revealed that, 


_ after suspending B-52 raids against ene- 
: my targets in South Viet- 


_to the “gesture.” (Given 


nam for 36 hours, it had 
suddenly ordered the gi- 
ant bombers back into the 
air because the Commu- 
nists had failed to respond 


the fact that Viet Cong 
communications are noto- 
riously poor—and that the 
U.S. itself would be hard 
put to respond to a peace 
signal within 36 hours 
—the Administration nev- 
er satisfactorily explained 


The mare thines change: Amid a top-level policy review, faux pas, false starts and obfuscation... gont{yued 
- 


how the B-52 bombing suspension could 
have been construed as a serious test of 
enemy intentions. ) 

Judging from this puzzling perform- 
ance, the conclusion seemed inescapable 
that the machinery of the Nixon Admin- 
istration had—temporarily, at least—-shown 
itself inadequate to cope with the com- 
plexities of the Vietnam war. And in- 
deed, it was largely to chart a more _co- 
herent Vietnam course that the President 
decided to convene a mecting of his top 
advisers last week. The sober-faced 
group of men that assembled around the 
Cabinet-room table included the entire 
spectrum of the “Vietnam establishment” 


. —Generals Creighton Abrams and Earle 


Wheeler, Adm. John McCain, Secretary 


‘ of State William Rogers, Presidential as- 


sistant Henry Kissinger, Ambassador Ells- 


“worth Bunker, CIA Director Richard 


‘Helms, Secretary of Defense Melvin 


Laird and Attorney General John Mitch- 
ell. For nearly four hours, while Presi- 
dent Nixon listened and_ occasionally 
glanced at a nearby easel bearing mili- 
tary maps and graphs, his counselors 
ranged over the multifaceted problems 
of the Vietnam struggle. Then, after a 
brief lunch, Mr.‘ Nixon flew off to Camp 
David, leaving behind the ‘unanswered 
question of a if anything, the meet- 


ing had accomplished. 

On that score, White House aides 
were of little help, Nonetheless, most 
Washington insiders felt certain that the 


Now: 


oor Wally 
.., recalled similar scenes in the Johnson Administration 


Vietnam: What’s Going On Here? 


President had asked for—and received— 
the concurrence of his advisers for a sec- 
ond-slice pullout of as many as 25,000 to 
40,000 U.S. troops. And some officials be- 
lieved that Mr. Nixon might make the 
formal announcement of the withdrawal 
within a matter of days—perhaps before 
he appears at the United Nations this 
weck to deliver a speech at the opening 
session of the General Assembly. 

Issues: But in a sense, the timing and 
scale of future troop withdrawals were 
the least of Mr. Nixon’s problems. For as 
last week’s backing and filling revealed, 
the Administration has become increas- 
ingly divided over fundamental issues of 
war and peace. Ho Chi Minh’s death— 
and, the question of his successor (page 
30)—provided a case in point. Seen from 
the White House, the disappearance of 
Ho was’a providential stroke of luck. Mr. 
Nixon, who had received intelligence re- 
ports on Ho’s failing health for at least 
two weeks before his death, reportedly 
interpreted the passing of the North Vi- 
etnamese leader as an opportunity to 
come to terms with a younger and more 
flexible generation of rulers in Hanoi. 


Said one U.S. official: “The atmosphere ° 
in the White House since Ho left the , 


scene is something close to elation.” (An- 
other possible reason for the Administra- 
tion’s upbeat mood was suggested by a 
foreign diplomat in Washington who told 
Newsweek that he was convinced that 
the U.S. had received a peace signal 
from Hanoi; if that was 
true, however, it was curi- 
ous that the Viet Cong 
delegation to the Paris 
peace talks last week was 
even more vituperative 
than it usually is.) 

Yet it was a dismaying 
fact that Mr. Nixon’s inter- 
“pretation of how Ho's 
déath might affect the 
chances for peace was in 
direct conflict with that of 
most of the men within 
the U.S. Government who 
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fter ‘a month of beachcombing and 
golf in the endless summer of South- 
ern California, Richard Nixon returned 
to autumnal Washington, clearly deter- 
mined to do something about his No. 1 
foreign headache—the war in Vietnam. 


‘The moment for a U.S. initiative seemed 


_ propitious: Ho Chi Minh, the legendary | 
.Jeader. of North Vietnam, was dead and - 


‘the Communists had declared a_threc- 
_day cease-fire in his honor. Yet, by the 
-time the President convoked a blue-rib- 


bon panel of Vietnam experts late last 
week, the conflict had resumed with all 
its accustomed ferocity—and, somehow, 
Mr. Nixon had managed to convert what 
might have been an opportunity into an 
almost unfathomable display of uncer- 
tainty of purpose on the part of the U.S, 

True, there was strong reason to think 
that the President was about to an- 


nounce another sizable U.S. troop with- , 


_ drawal from South Victnam. But this sol- 


itary evidence of some consistency of 


policy was all but buried in a remarkable ; 


-welter of American faux pas and false 


: starts. 


Despite rigorous arm-twisting, 
the U.S. was unable last week to per- 
suade South Victnam to join it in observ- 


‘ing the Communist truce—a difference of 


er satisfactorily explained , 


opinion that resulted in the most serious 
breach between the two allies since Sai- 
gon refused to attend the opening df the 
Paris peace talks last fall. And later in the 
week, the White House revealed that, 
after suspending B-52 raids against ene- 
my targets in South Viet- 
nam for 36 hours, it had 
suddenly ordered the gi- 
ant bombers back into the 
air because the Commu- 
nists had failed to respond 
to the “gesture.” (Given 
the fact that Viet Cong 
communications are noto- 
riously poor—and that the 
U.S. itself would be hard 
put to respond to a peace 
signal within 36 hours 
—the Administration nev- 
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how the B-52 bombing suspension could 
have been construed as a serious test of 
enemy intentions.) 

Judging from this puzzling perform- 
ance, the conclusion seemed inescapable 
that the machinery of the Nixon Admin- 
istration had—temporarily, at least-shown 
itself inadequate to cope with the com- 
plexities of the Vietnam war. And in- 
deed, it was Jargely to chart a more co- 
herent Vietnam course that the President 
decided to convene a meeting of his top 
advisers last week. The sober-faced 
group of men that assembled around the 
Cabinet-room table included the entire 
spectrum of the “Victnam establishment” 
—Generals Creighton Abrams and Earle 
Wheeler, Adm. John McCain, Secretary 
of State William Rogers, Presidential as- 
sistant Ilenry Kissinger, Ambassador Ells- 
worth Bunker, CIA Director Richard 
Helms, Secretary of Defense Melvin 
Laird and Attorney General John Mitch- 
ell. For nearly four hours, while Presi- 
dent Nixon listencd and_ occasionally 
‘glanced at a nearby easel bearing mili- 


-tary maps and graphs, his counselors 


ranged over the multifaceted problems 
of the Vietnam struggle. Then, after a 
brief lunch, Mr. Nixon flew off to Camp 
David, leaving behind the unanswered 
question of what, if anything, the meet- 
ing had accomplished. 

On that score, White House aides 
were of little help. Nonetheless, most 
Washington insiders felt certain that the 
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... recalled similar scenes in the Johnson Administration 


President had asked for—and received— 
the concurrence of his advisers for a sec- 
ond-slice pullout of as many as 25,000 to 
40,000 U.S. troops. And some officials be- 
lieved that Mr. Nixon might make the 
formal announcement of the withdrawal 
within a matter of days—perhaps before 
he appears at the United Nations this 
week to deliver a speech at the opening 
session of the General Assembly. 


issues: But in a sense, the timing and 


scale of future troop withdrawals were 
the least of Mr. Nixon’s problems. For as 
last week’s backing and filling revealed, 
the Administration has become increas- 
ingly divided over fundamental issues of 
war and peace. Ho Chi Minh’s death— 
andthe question of his successor (page 
30)—provided a case in point. Seen from 
the White House, the disappearance of 
Ho was a providential stroke of luck. Mr. 
Nixon, who had received intelligence re- 
ports on ITo’s failing health for at least 
two weeks before his death, reportedly 
interpreted the passing of the North Vi- 
etnamese leader as an opportunity to 
come to terms with a younger and more 
flexible generation of .rulers in Hanoi. 


Said one U.S. official: “The atmosphere ° 


in the White House since Ho left the 
scene is something close to elation.” (An- 
other possible reason for the Administra- 
tion’s upbeat mood was suggested by a 
foreign diplomat in Washington who told 
Newsweek that he was convinced that 
the U.S. had received a peace signal 
from Hanoi; if that was 
true, however, it was curi- 
ous that the Viet Cong 
delegation to the Paris 
peace talks last weck was 
even more vituperative 
than it usually is.) 

Yet it was a dismaying 
fact that Mr. Nixon’s inter- 
pretation of how Ho’s 
death might affect the 
chances for peace was in 
direct conflict with that of 
most of the men within 
the U.S. Government who 
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Roe President Nixon meets with advisers on Viet- Pacific commander-in-chief Adm. John S, _ team; Ambassador to Vietnam Ellsworth 
uee~=S «dam in the White House. From left are: Henry McCain; U.S. commander in Vietnam Gen. Bunker; Secretary of State William Rogers; 
Hb te _ Kissinger, presidential assistant; Atty. Gen. Creighton Abrams; CIA Director Richard . President Nixon; Defense Secretary Melvin 

, ~ John Mitchell; Vice President Spiro Agnew; Helins; Philip Habib of the Paris negotiating Laird, and Gen. Earle Wheeler, 
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am, | the year. : ‘ 200,000 American forces out of] parent. gesture toward de-jing that tomorrow’s meeting/ean peace initiative would be|just such a gesture. 
the} Officials admit the President | Vietnam by the mid-term elec- escalating the war shows the|was not likely to yield anything | premature. At the last meeting of th 
om-| is under heavy political pressure tions in November 1970. The re-|close link between military and spectacular. -- J But critics outside the admin-|Paris peace negotiations Aug. 2 
on; at home, mounting since he de-!mainder of the 300,000 in ‘the diplomatic tactics for reaching a] The weekly meeting, usually |istration, and a minority of offi-| President Nixon’s negotiater 
tore| layed the promised August deci-| 500,000 forces still there now compromise settlement in the|held on Thursday, was canceled! cials inside, had countered that Ambassador Henry Cabot Ladgt 
am./sion on further troop reduction, | would be recruited from a volun-| war. Nlast week at North Vietnam’s| the United States should make |noted to the Communist sid 
to confirm that he really intends; teer army. oo And Ziegler said earlier that !request after Ho’s death. just. such an initiative, showing|that the United States had cu 
to “Vietnamize”’ the war. | Official sources have indicated all aspects of the Vietnam situa-! The consensus among the gov-| conciliation, so as to strengthen !tailed the BS2s raids in Jul 
ther} The argument goes that even all this week that today’s confer-|tion would be under review. ernment experts here has been|any proponents of flexibility in! While the Lodge statement ws 
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army is improving its combat, focus on the promised president-|—which are scheduled to re-itive leadership in Hanoi, - - The former head of thelcent cut from 1,800 average 1 
ee ny. ie a ie bed a Se er teeta more sume their weekly sessions to-| The policy advisers of the Nix- oRnO SIE can in the peace{monthly raids which the peat 
jfewe ver ‘America es from Vietnam, | morr : app boo 3BROOtSOO220NOhs2 for the Johnson| son had announced for bud: 
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United Press International 


Attending yesterday’s meeting with President Johnson dential assistant; Press Secretary Bill Moyers; Leonard 

were (clockwise around table, starting from left) Carl T. Unger, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State; William | 
Rowan, retiring USIA director; McGeorge Bundy, special Bundy, Assistant Secretary of State; George Ball, Under | 
presidential assistant; Chester Cooper, assistant to Me- Secretary of State; Dean Rusk; the President; Robert S. | 
George Bundy; Henry Cabot Lodge; Adm. William Raborn, McNamara, Secretary of Defense; Cyrus Vance, Deputy | 
director of the CIA; Richard Helms, deputy CIA director; Seeretary of Defense, and Gen. Earle Wheeler, chair- | 
Jack Valenti, presidential assistant; Horace Busby, presi- man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. | 
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